
 

     
 
 
 

                         1531 N Magnolia Ave. 
    Tucson, AZ 85712 

  
 

Activities for Guitar Classes Before Guitars Arrive: 

Review all of the music theory concepts and vocabulary presented on page 8 of Lead Guitar 
Method Book I. 

 
Practice clapping and counting or clapping and singing all of the songs from One, Two Buckle 
My Shoe through Ode to Joy in LG Book I at a pace of 2---3 songs per day. 

 
One of the points we most like to emphasize with Lead Guitar is that if students learn to play 
classical guitar (as opposed to less formalized styles of music that may not involve reading 
music in standard notation or ergonomic technique practices), they will be able to teach 
themselves any other style of guitar playing with relative ease. We encourage our students to 
explore all styles of music though our method focuses on Classical and Fingerstyle technique. 
Here’s an exercise that shows some interesting connections between classical and rock guitar. 

 
1. Play ‘Asturias’ from Carlos Bonell’s Classical Guitar Performance DVD. 
2. Compare the melody of Asturias to The Doors’ ‘Spanish Caravan’: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pKmkOIlHbok 
3. And Iron Maiden’s ‘To Tame a Land’: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_y3o4okKXMU 

‘Ode to Joy’ by Beethoven is one of the core pieces of our early classical guitar repertoire. Play 
the melody for the class and then compare it to this 2005 song by Bright Eyes: 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=37r9aqTxhBQ 
 

A fun, but dated, film that makes this point is ‘Crossroads’ – a story about a young classical 
guitarist who sets out to find and master the lost song of blues legend Robert Johnson. In the 
end he has to call upon his classical training to defeat the devil’s guitarist (rock legend Steve 
Vai) in a guitar duel for his soul. Watch out for a few PG---13 words and scenes: 

• http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0090888/ 
 

Also watch ‘Canarios’ and ‘Recuerdos de la Alhambra’ on the Carlos Bonell DVD to hear more 
good classical guitar performances. 

 
If your school will have a guitar ‘check---out’ policy, review it and send home contracts for 
parents. 
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